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Quotesregarding the announcement of the 2006 Short List
of thelrish American Arts Awards

Q would like to warmly congratul ate Simon Pereira Shorey and The Irish American Arts Awards
Committee for their initiative in establishing this excellent event.

I am looking forward to seeing the work of the short-listed artistsand | wish them well as they move on to the final
round of judging. We in Ireland are proud that Irish contemporary visual art is rated amongst the very best in the
world, and recognize that the Irish American Arts Awards provides an invaluable international showcase for the
breadth and depth of their talent.O

Tim O'Connor
Consul General of Ireland, New York

Orhe Northern Ireland Bureau supports the work of the Irish American Arts Award in helping to discover and
promote the artistic talents of the Northern Ireland diaspora around the world. We look forward to future years of
discovering more talent to excite and entertain people and help reinforce the international reputation of our
community and their cousins living and working overseas.O

Tim Losty
Director, Northern Ireland Bureau, Washington DC

GDn behalf of the Judging Panel | would like to thank the organizers of the IAAA, and their supporters, for this
initiative. We feel that thisis avery good start to a project with real potential to celebrate a wide range of Irish and
Irish American artists. We want to congratul ate the artists who have reached the shortlist but also all those who
submitted.

In our view the artists chosen provide very strong representations of practice across both age groups. It was
noticeable but not surprising to see, from those who submitted, the dominance of lens based media - photography
and video work - in the under 35 age group, compared to the use of more traditional processes in the over 35 age

group.

The panel would also like to commend artists who were not finally chosen for the shortlist this time, but whose
work lead to much discussion, such as Rodney Dickson or Abigail O'Brien and David Quinn, and look forward to
their and other's future input to the Awards process.O

Professor Declan Mc Gonagle
Chairman, IAAA Judging Panel 2006

Q am excited to now have the short list from the judging panel. That the short listed artists come from coast to
coast of the USA, and from across Ireland, shows the extent of the influence and impact that contemporary visual
artists of Irish ancestry have amongst the artistic community. It is thrilling to know that we have such an
opportunity to positively impact their careers, and in the process promote Irish art worldwide and strengthen links
throughout the Irish diaspora, in the course of which, we will highlight the talent in our community that makes
them the Bonos, Aguileras, Brosnans and Clooneys of the world of contemporary visual art.O

Simon Pereira Shorey
Founder and Chairman of the lrish American Arts Awards



