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TALENT AND VISION

THE IAAA WELCOMES LAURA MATZER & ROMA DOWNEY
AS NEW ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS

December 2007

Laura Matzer, Art Collection Curator and Roma Downey is a Northern Irishorn actress

Program Manager for the Microsoft Art and producer, best known for her role as
Collection, directs all aspects of art collection Monica”, the main character of the TV series

management at Microso Eouched by an An%ialggﬁ6(?00%).usgesa{sc()jlsl ar

nbvwh Yor HEdle
campuses (more than 100 Jacqueline Kennedy Onassi
buildings in North America, in the 1991 USA TV moviéa

Europe, and Japan) and Woman Named Jackie
oversees outreach and
interpretative activities in
conjunction with the Art
Collection.

| Her family personally

experienced the violence of F

the Troubles witnessing

"Bloody Sunday", January

Previously she was an art 30, 1972, one of the

museum educator at the Amon Carter Museum bloodiest events in recent Irish history.

in Fort Worth, TX, the El Paso Museum of Art in

El Paso, TX, the Blanton Museum of Art in Roma studied painting and

Austin, TX and the Blaffer Gallery, The Art degree at Brighton Art College in England.

Museum at the University of Houston, Houston,

TX. Discovering that she really enjoyed drama and
drawing on Vincent Van Go(¢

Laura has a B.A. in Art Education from the longer enough to be the painter; | want to be the

University of Houston, an M.A. in Art Museum pai nt , 6 Roma enrolled in
Education from the University of Texas at Austirptudio and won the Most Promising Student of

She specializes in researching and writing abouf"€ Y&ar award before moving to the United

19t and 20t century photography. States.

Laurads mot her i s |l rish.

The IAAA is very pleased to welcome both Laura and Roma to our team, very excited indeed to add
their talent and vision the tremendous Advisory Board that we have already constituted.
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CHAIRMAN 058 MESSAGE
Art is important. Culture is just such an aorta. It is the role of the Irish
keeping | r el a American Arts Awards to
Art is important to society at flowing throughout the world, recognize, encourage and
large ecphoing and Y and now becomes all the celebrate these terrific artists
: L more vital. in Ireland, the United States
'unste;%egfr;gritgg ;v:crll(daa:]round and throughout the world,
interpretation that enhances  In the public consciousness, agﬂ Iir:nvzlr:(;t)elzc\)/z:(\jvgla{hﬁu:)u
our understanding of it and Irish culture has long meant P y y
2 : : can to the extent of your
the human condition in a way the performing arts- music, bilit
that can cross boundaries of  dancing and drama, and apiiity.
race, creed, language and literature. The creative Irish
nationhood. Contemporary 6gened i s howArtisimportant.
visual art is especially across all of the arts, and it is AThe Awar ds

important to the Irish
Diaspora at the moment.

only historical happenstance
that has kept the visual arts
from the same preeminence.

There are in the Irish global

community immensely Let us use the dynamic visual
talented contemporary visual imagery from the hearts and
artists and they shinewhen mi nds of
using traditional media and  daughters worldwide to
when utilizing cutting edge ~ continue to bond us together
21st Century visual and understand our world.

technology.

Our global family is
important.

With the ending of the
outfl ow of I r
daughters to the world to
seek employment, new ways
must come to the fore to link
the global Irish family to the
motherland and enhance the
lives of all concerned.

PROMISING PARTNERSHIP

THE IAAA PARTNERS WITH THE PRESTIGIOUS SAVANNAH
COLLEGE OF ART AND DESIGN

e

The Irish American Arts Awards has announced a groundbreaking pilot competition in
association with the Savannah Coll ege of
college. SCAD students will be among the first artists in the world to create virtual reality
contemporary art using Microsoft XNA Express software, one of the latest interactive
entertainment tools used to by gaming enthusiasts to create their own video games for the
Microsoft Xbox 360. Creating virtual reality contemporary art with the software has not been
explored in depth before.

The pilot competition is open to SCAD students, and all entries must have a visual art
theme. Entries may not be video games.

The ultimate goal is to hold an annual contest throughout the 9fiillion strong Irish
worldwide diaspora, in which 15to 25-yearold participants can create higkdefinition visual
art and share it worldwide through the medium of the Microsoft Xbox 360.

0OThroughout the history of visual art, th
expand from wall paintings and stone carvingstoleisa s ed medi a, 6 s ai d
Shorey, | AAA chairman. OWorking with SCAD

younger members of the Irish Diaspora can produce their own hidéfinition virtual reality
visual art and share it worldwide though a medium they enjoy using, the gaming console.
This will excite artists, educators, and parents alike, and we are proud that once again the
Il rish are at the cutting edge of the 21st
announced in early 2008.

a superb platform for
artists of Irish
heritage to connect
with a broad
American audience,

I'r el agndserve furtherto d

remind us of the
multitude of ties -
familial, cultural,
economic and
personal that bind
our two cou
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2007 SHORT LISTED ARTISTS:
Under 35 CategoryNoel Brennan, Mark Garry, Lee Welch
Over 35 CategoryCecily Brennan, Conor McFeely, Corban Walker

fiThe standard of
entries for this
second year of the
Irish American Arts
Awards is very high.
They include
established names
but also interesting
surprises. Entries
have arrived from
many different parts
of the world. It
would seem that the
whole project is
quickly
consolidating. The
entries also
represent awide
array of different
practices,
highlighting the
diversity present in
the art scene today 0

ENRIQUE JUNCOSA

DIRECTOR OF THE
IRISH MUSEUM OF
MODERN ART,
DUBLIN, CHAIRMAN
OF THE 2007 PANEL
OF JUDGES

Clockwise:Ambassador Ti matthHe@00dlaunch at The Samsung Experience,
Time Warner Building, NYC; IAAA Chairman Simon Pereira Shorey, 2007 Judge Cheryl
Donegan,Ambassador Ti pKit&WllivanrmmdMi | o O6Shea; The Hon. John
Olsen, Consul General for Australia and Mrs Olsen; President of the American Ireland
Fund, Kieran McLoughlin, Ruda Dauphin of the Deauville Film Festival and Christina
Santi Flaherty at the National Arts Club reception; Celebrated photographer Patrick
McMullan, Irish supermodel Catriona Balfe and Simon Pereira Shorey.




