
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 $30,000 TO BE AWARDED TO VISUAL ARTISTS OF IRISH ANCESTRY 
  
Manhattan, New York, USA. January 30th 2007 The Irish American Arts Awards launched their second year today at the 
Samsung Experience in the Time Warner Center in Manhattan.  The Irish American Arts Awards was established to recognize, 
encourage and celebrate contemporary visual art by those of Irish ancestry across the world. 
 
Irish film actor Milo OÕShea, authors Frank McCourt and Malachy McCourt, NYPD Commissioner Ray Kelly and Sir Hugh Orde, 
Chief Constable of Northern Ireland were at the reception. 
 
Also present to support the Awards were Ambassador Tim OÕConnor, Consul General for the Republic of Ireland,  
Ambassador John Olsen, Consul General for Australia and Maeve Walls, Deputy Director of the Northern Ireland Bureau based 
in Washington, DC.  Cultural representatives from Canada and Monaco also attended. 
 
The world of art was well represented, including the gallerist Emily Jane Kirwan and the artist Cheryl Donegan, members of the 
2006 panel of judges and the gallerist Ronald Sosinski and William Zimmer, long time leading art critic of the New York Times, 
both members of the 2007 panel of judges. 
 
" I am very pleased to be Chairman of the panel of Judges for the second edition of Irish American Art Awards in 2007” said 
Enrique Juncosa, the Director of the Irish Museum of Modern Art in Dublin who is the Chairman of the Panel of Judges.  
ÒThis is a great, already materialized, idea which underlines the huge cultural and historical ties between Ireland, the USA and 
the rest of the diaspora at a time in which Irish Art is particularly visible and strong.Ó 
 
Ambassador Tim OÕConnor, Consul General for Ireland said “On behalf of the Consulate General of Ireland, I am delighted 
to offer our best wishes to the Irish American Arts Awards as it begins its second year of life.  The first year was a terrific 
success and a complete vindication of the notion that the Awards was an idea whose time had come.  It was a great showcase 
for the talent of the visual artists drawn from the broad Irish community world-wide.  Paul Rowley and Mary Kelly were most 
worthy winners and are great Ambassadors for all that is best in Irish visual art.  We look forward to Year 2 with great 
anticipation and wish all those who are going to enter every good luck.  Our visual artists have a critical contribution to make to 
all that Ireland and people of Irish heritage have to offer the world in cultural terms.  Finally, good things happen only when good 
people make them happen and great credit is due to Chairman, Simon Pereira Shorey, in particular, his dedicated Committee, 
the judges who give of their time and expertise, the generous sponsors and, of course, the artists, without whom there would be 
nothing to celebrate.” 
 
Tim Losty, Director, Northern Ireland Bureau, Washington DC said “The Northern Ireland Bureau is delighted to support the 
2007 Irish American Arts Awards and its objective of encouraging creativity reflecting the diversity and cultures of people 
originally from all parts of the island of Ireland.” 
  
The Founder and Chairman of the Awards, Simon Pereira Shorey, said "We now enter our second year of existence riding 
on a groundswell of support from across the world. We have immense potential to stir interest in contemporary visual art by 
those of Irish ancestry and positively impact the careers of artists across the globe as people come to recognize the scintillating 
work that they create. I am especially pleased at how the Panel of Judges continues to attract the very highest talent there is, 
and at how many countries are joining in with enthusiasm. We strive to bond the Irish Diaspora together through our shared love 
and enthusiasm for art." 
 
The Irish American Arts Awards. Ltd. (www.irishamericanartsawards.org) was founded in New York by members of the Irish 
diaspora to recognize, encourage and celebrate contemporary visual art by those of Irish ancestry worldwide.  The Irish 
American Arts Awards, Ltd. is a not-for-profit limited company, incorporated in the State of New York, 501(c)(3) applied. 
Donations may be made whilst final 501(c)(3) status is pending through its fiscal sponsor, the Irish Business Organization of 
New York (www.ibo-ny.com), itself a registered 501(c) (3), for residents of the USA or directly by overseas residents. 
Sponsorship interest invited.                                                                                          
  
For further information: Press and Media Inquiries to: 
email: info@irishamericanartsawards.org 
website: www.irishamericanartsawards.org 
tel: +1 (212) 208 2526 
fax: +1 (212) 208 2527 

Anita Daly, Daly Communications, LLC.  
217 East 86th Street   #151 
New York, NY 10028  
+1 (212) 772-0852    anitadaly@yahoo.com 

Dated January 31st 2007  


